QO    BETWEEN TEARS AND LAUGHTER
Confucius that when it was written: "The unruly nobles and rebellious spirits trembled."
This whole psychological approach to social order is very curious. It would be a comparatively easy matter for some Ph.D candidate to write a thesis on "The Psychology of Confucius" by dressing him up in western terms like the "psychology of habit/' "psychology of imitation/' "acquired childhood reflexes," and "mass conditioning by symbols." I am all for psychology, because it alone holds the key to human behaviour, provided the psychologists could give up its title of a "science" in the sense of a natural science, and confine themselves to sharp and witty observations of human behaviour and human motives, as Confucius and William James did.
There is a closer relation between good manners and peace politics than one might think. I know what is war politics and power politics, and I have been somewhat hard put to it to think what is peace politics. Round and round the circle we might go and might not find the answer. Take out the politics of power and of struggle for selfish interests, limited only by the law, and what have we got in its place? Confucianism expresses a huge dissatisfaction with the conception of government by law. For the law always falls one step behind manners and morals; the most charming things men do are always those that rise above legal obligations. "Guide the people with administrative measure and regulate them by the threat of punishments, and the people will try to keep out of jail, but will have no sense of honour. Guide them by morals and regulate them by good manners, and they will have a sense of honour and respect." "In presiding over law-suits I am probably as good as anybody. The point is that there should be no law-suits at all."* The conception of legal restraint is postulated on the idea of
* Wisdom of Confucius, p. 198.-